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SUPERVISOR’S ROSTER FOR DECEMBER

SO, WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE SHED?

Request from Christopher Wright:
Still looking for more Christmas decorations, 
(tinsel for tables, etc) both for the Christmas 
Lunch on Friday 13th December, & also for 
the Christmas Pageant on Saturday 14th  
December. 
HELP!
 
Speaking of the Christmas Float, doesn’t it 
look great!! Well done, Christopher and Kevin 
(and any other helpers!)

DAY DATE SUPERVISOR

TUESDAY 3RD ALLAN EDMONDSON-STOTT

WEDNESDAY 4TH JEFF TRELOAR

FRIDAY 6TH DENNIS WILLIAMS

TUESDAY 10TH CLOSED DUE TO POWER OUTAGE

WEDNESDAY 11TH KEVIN HOPPO

FRIDAY 13TH DARRYL KEANE
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ON THE MENU
Phillip & Roger will be looking after our food needs this Friday, 
offering:

Quarter roast chicken,
Roast potatoes
Mixed veggies
Gravy and crusty rolls
 ... plus Ice Cream.       Cost $8

PLUS: CWA will be providing morning tea on Friday, with 
scones, jam & cream!! (A thank you for our work on their 
window frames)

VICTOR HARBOR MEN’S SHED 
WORKING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

A  
Merry 

Christmas  
to All
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A note from Bill Eden:
Please find attached a photo of 
the hat expander recently 
completed. The project was 
copied from a photo provided 
by the customer. Research 
revealed the item is an antique 
hat expander and there was 
one on eBay in London for sale 
for 460 pounds!
I did the woodturning, Joe did 

the steel work and Darryl sprayed it with a clear finish a 
couple of times. We believe the project is for a customer 
who makes hats!

Jeff Treloar sent some photos of some little boats he 
made for a young boy in response to a request from his 
father.  Ain’t they great!?

Keith’s just finished another 
welding and fabrication job in 
the metal workshop. Have a 
look at that bench!!

Phillip’s a dab hand with a 
paint brush - he’s just 
putting some finishing 
touches to a project which 
will let his grand-daughter 
“stand tall” next to Mum, as 
they cook together.
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2019-2020 
PROGRAM - GET 
YOUR DIARY OUT 

Thurs December 5th:

Bunnings Family Night, 
4pm-7.30pm BBQ

Friday December 13th: 

Breakup for 2019, wives 
& partners invited for 
lunch - $15. Amazing 
menu!!

Sat December 14th:

Christmas Pageant, 
4.30pm for 5.30pm start

Wed December 18th

Bunnings Sausage 
Sizzle

Tuesday January 14th: 

VHMS re-opens for 2020 

Friday February 14th: 

AGM, election of 
Committee.
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Darryl’s showing us a “Chick Shelter”, one of a  
stack of them built especially for the endangered 
Hooded Plovers, to protect the chicks from 
marauding dogs, on the beach. The shelter is 
embedded into the side of a sand dune, and the 
chicks can huddle at the back, out of harm’s 
way! Great idea!!

Dave and Bill helping out in building a fairly 
substantial spice rack for one of our newest 
members. Should be pretty impressive 
when it’s finished - no excuses for 
flavourless foods!!!

Profile – Roger Thompson

I was raised in Cheltenham next to the 
Alberton oval, so naturally I grew up as a 
Port Adelaide Magpie supporter, and used 
the oval and the Port Adelaide district as an 
adventureland with my mates.  I attended 
Pennington Primary School, and then 
Woodville High School, where I achieved 
leaving PEB 4th year.  My career choice 
was to follow in my brothers’ foot steps and 
do a fitting and turning apprenticeship at 
the Holdens Woodville plant, beginning in 
1965.  At this point Holdens were 
employing 30,000 workers and 20,000 
people in dealerships etc. around Australia.

Most of my apprenticeship was spent in the Woodville toolroom which was the largest 
toolroom in the Southern Hemisphere.  The vehicle we were manufacturing at the time 
was the EH Holden, and we were producing 1200 cars per day with 3 assembly plants 
around Australia.  During this period and beyond, I was selected to do an advanced trade 
certificate, and then studied for a mechanical technicians certificate at the Institute of 
Technology, and motor body drawing certificate at the Marleston Technical College.

My first career move was in my early twenties when I was made an apprentice instructor 
in the new Apprentice centre at Woodville, the intake over this period was 130 
Apprentices each year.  I then progressed onto staff as a work study analyst in industrial 
engineering.  In my mid thirties I was advanced to a Senior industrial engineer providing 
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services to the fab. assembly planning group for Elizabeth 
and Woodville plants.  This included training groups of 
production staff personnel on studies into ergonomics and 
improving efficiencies in production.  After 3 years I was 
promoted to a fab. assembly engineering planning position, 
performing project work on design and manufacturing for 
front and rear door assemblies on the VN Commodore.

For cost reasons the Woodville toolroom was closed down in 1984 and all our tooling on 
VN through to VE Commodores were manufactured overseas, requiring me to perform 
engineering work in England, Germany and Japan.
In my early forties I was promoted to a Senior planning officer doing project management 
work in design, manufacture and buyout on a number of assemblies with vendors in 
Australia and Japan.  These included door assemblies, engine hood assemblies, front 
and rear suspensions for various models through to VE.  Most of these work cells would 
extend to ¾ length of a footy oval and highly automated with 
migweld and spotweld Robots with P.L.C. controlled 
turntables and conveyor systems.

It should be noted that these manufacturing automated 
systems throughout Holden plants competed well with any 
other vehicle manufacturer in the world, with high quality 
outcomes.  All the above came to an end in 2017 and 
vehicle manufacturing in this state and all the production and 
engineering skills and associated job opportunities are now 
lost.

During the above and before my retirement in 2007 I married a very lucky girl from Largs 
Bay when I was in my late twenties and had a son and daughter with grandchildren now 
in Melbourne.  We lived in Dernancourt for 35 years and enjoyed caravanning and good 
family times.  My main sporting interest in my younger days was sailing and I enjoyed 
being part of Australian Championships in Perth, Melbourne and Sydney.

Sue and I are now enjoying the good life along the Fleurieu 
Peninsula.
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Cheers, John.
Have a Great Christmas!


