
 

 

ADARE UNITING CHURCH  -  VICTOR HARBOR 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent  
22 March 2026 at 9.30 am 

 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 

We warmly welcome the Rev’d Casey Lau, Guest Preacher. 
 

 
GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
Welcome and Call to Worship   Jon 
 
Prayer of Praise and Adoration Jon 
 
Opening Songs - The Being of God - Holy and One Jon 

No Vol/Bk Song Details 
132 TiS Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty!  
142 TiS Glory be to God the Father Verse 1 and 4 only 

 
Prayer of Invocation  Rev’d Casey 
 
Song - The Coming of the Holy Spirit Jon 

No Vol/Bk Song Details 
407 TiS  Breathe on me, breath of God  

 
We ask for Forgiveness and Words of Assurance Rev’d Casey 
 

LISTENING AND RESPONDING TO GODS’ WORD 
 

First reading Ezekiel 37: 1-4 Jon or Other 
The Gospel reading John 11: 1-45 Jon or Other 
 
Food for Thought  Rev’d Casey 
 
Message ‘Unanswered questions.’ Rev’d Casey 
 
Offering Steward/Rev’d Casey 
 
Song - Jesus Christ - Lord and Redeemer Jon 

No Vol/Bk Song Details 
242 TiS I danced in the morning  

 
Prayer for others and the Lord’s Prayer Jon 
 
 
 

November 2023
Sunday, November 5, 2023
Sunday, November 12, 2023
Sunday, November 19, 2023
Sunday, November 26, 2023

Live Hungry 
November 1 is 
designated as All Saints’ 
Day. We are speaking 
not just of an approved 
list of particularly holy 
people. This is a day to 
remember and honor all 
those ordinary Christians 
who have preceded us. 
And to speak of “All 
Saints” is to include 

present company. All Saints means you!
 What, then, does it mean to be a saint? To sum it up in 
one simple sentence, a saint is someone who belongs to 
God. That’s the root meaning of the word saint – “holy; 
that is, belonging to God.” Sounds nice. But what does 
that mean in everyday living? How can we live out our 
sainthood, our belonging to God?
 The beatitudes give a good description of a saint. 
Let’s focus our attention on just one beatitude: “Blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 
they shall be filled.”
 Interesting. I don’t think we often picture saints 
hungering and thirsting. Aren’t we much more likely to 
think of them as calm, peaceful, with an eternal beatific 
smile? We might think of them as contented. But Jesus 
points us to a condition of aching, yearning, hungering 
and thirsting; a sort of holy discontent.
 What is the object of this desire? Righteousness – a 
word which in the Bible means far more than individual 
moral purity. It points to a complete and total “rightness”; 
an end to all brokenness and alienation in the world. 
 We could ask, “What’s so saintly about this hunger?” 
The answer is that when we hunger for rightness, we 
belong to God in a special way, because we share God’s 
aim. God is out to set things right in this rebellious, 
broken world. 
 It isn’t easy to be a saint because it isn’t easy to live 
hungry. Since God’s goal to set the world completely 
right is so high, so beyond the range of our abilities, it’s 
very tempting to lower our sights. It is very tempting 

to try to satisfy ourselves with lesser things – things 
that we can make happen by ourselves. We can end up 
trading the kingdom of God for the kingdom of financial 
security, or the kingdom of pleasure, or the kingdom of 
a small circle of family or friends. The problem with 
lowering our sights is that these satisfactions finally 
don’t last; finally don’t satisfy.
 When this happens another danger threatens: despair. 
We decide that there is finally no satisfaction for our 
hungry hearts, that life is just frustrating and futile, 
that there is nothing to do but dull the pain with drugs, 
alcohol, or cynical humor.
 To be a saint is to stay hungry. It is to live in hope, 
settling for nothing less than the world made right. 
Christ has shown us how to live hungry. And he gives 
us the power to do it by giving us glimpses of God’s 
kingdom in his own words and deeds and in those he 
has inspired.
 This is what the church is for. The church is a place 
where we get and give glimpses of the kingdom. The 
church helps us stay hungry by challenging us with the 
word of God. We cannot come face to face with Jesus 
Christ in the Scriptures or on the cross and be content 
with the way things are. Jesus has called us to be the 
light of the world, to go the second mile, and to love our 
enemies.
 Blessed are you when you live hungry, in holy 
discontent. Remember that Christ has given us a 
foretaste of the feast to come. And he has promised that 
we will be satisfied. We have his word on it.

– Jeanette Strandjord, 
excerpted with permission from The Clergy Journal 

Editor’s
C  L  I  P  S  H  E  E  T  S

V  o  l  u  m  e   4  3 N  o  .  1 1     N  o  v  e  m  b  e  r    2  0  2  3



 

 

BEING SENT ON GOD’S MISSION 
 
Song - Jesus Christ - Passion and Cross Jon 

No Vol/Bk Song Details 
349 TiS In the Cross of Christ I glory  

 
Commissioning and Benediction Rev’d Casey 
 
Short Blessing Song   Jon 

No Vol/Bk Song Details 
779 TiS May the feet of God walk with me  

 
 
    
     
 
 
 
 
    
 
    
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
    Liturgist and  
    Guest Preacher  Rev’d Casey Lau 
     
    Worship Leader     Mr Jon Grear 
       
    Musicians  Mr Peter Cranwell (Pianist) 
       Mrs Janet Ezard 
       Mr Brenton Osborne 
       Mrs Dianne Pratt 
       Mr Ken Pratt  
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